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Greetings to our new and not-so-new readers within the college community, in particular to 
the more recent members of the student body and college staff. The past two months have 
witnessed a number of initiatives and new programmes being implemented by the college 
with a view to being able to offer prospective students a choice of practical and informative 
disciplines of study. 

Since the last edition of the college newsletter in July, AEC College has voluntarily 
undertaken a very rigorous assessment and audit by the Council for Private Education (CPE) 
in Singapore. The purpose of the audit was to establish a level of official credibility, whereby 
AEC College could claim to be an institution of learning excellence. Not wishing to overstate 
the importance of a favourable outcome, the college was able to satisfy criteria to a level that 
resulted in the CPE granting AEC College the prestigious EduTrust 4 Year Award. A great 
deal of effort by the entire staff in working towards this achievement has paved the way for 
making AEC College a sound choice for international and domestic students alike to 
undertake further studies with confidence in this institution. 

Having undertaken an AEC College examination in Colombo, Sri Lanka in April of this year; 
successful candidates have arrived at the college to commence in Hospitality and Tourism, 
and Business Studies. There has also been the arrival of students from China, who are 
undertaking their studies for the award of the “O” Levels Certificate. This month also sees the 
introduction of the full-time mode of the MBA programme for University of Wales (UoW) 
Newport, being taught in AEC College. 

Finally, to the members of the Student Council for their untiring efforts in assisting with the 
publication, many thanks. I am also grateful to members of the student body and staff for 
their contributions, all of whom make this publication possible. 

The Editor Speaks 
Mark Bastick 

“AEC really opened my 

eyes and I’m even 

thinking of starting my 

own business 

sometime in future…” 
 

Pollonia, Myanmar 

Disclaimer:   The content of this publication does not in any way reflect or represent 
the views or opinions of the Management or Board of Directors of AEC College 
Singapore. All written material is known to be accurate and correct at the time of 
printing, and further to this, the Management and Directors of AEC College Singapore 
will not accept any responsibility for any actual or perceived inaccuracies published 
herein. 



��
�

�

� �

AEC College 
is a Certified 
EduTrust 
Institution 
 

 

 

 
By: Farikh Ali 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Private Education Act Bill was passed in parliament on 14 
September 2009. The Act was to strengthen the existing registration 
framework and enforcement provisions. It also provided for the 
establishment of the Council for Private Education to oversee the new 
regulatory regime and promote the best practices among private 
education institutions to raise standards in the private education 
sector. 

EduTrust certification is a voluntary certification scheme. However, the 
Immigration and Checkpoints Authority (ICA) requires PEI’s (Private 
Education Institutions) to be EduTrust-certified before approving any 
students pass application. 

EduTrust CERTIFICATION SCHEME 
 
The EduTrust certification scheme provides a trust mark of quality. 
Private education institutions need to achieve higher and more 
comprehensive standards in their corporate governance and 
administration, academic processes, student protection and support 
services, and financial viability. 
 AEC College EduTrust  

We received compliments on our commitment in providing a conducive environment with quality equipment and 
facilities that support our strategic goals and at the same time provides for continual improvement and growth. 
AEC strives to have an efficient communication system that is responsive to most aspects related to EduTrust, 
with critical details like the Fee Protection System being published handbook and website. 

AEC is commended on its holistic approach in the design and planning of its internal courses, incorporating 
elements in the curriculum which enables its graduates to progress to the top-up degree qualifications of their 
university partners. 

AEC has a quality assurance system in place that constantly strives for improvement by regularly monitoring and 
analyzing critical data collected, so as to value-add student’s educational experience. 

Not surprisingly, AEC is among the 11 elite private education schools to have achieved the EduTrust 4 years 
certification award. An award given to a private education institution for having achieved commendable 
performance in key areas of management and the provision of educational services. 

�

A big thank you to the staff 
of AEC College for a job 
well-done! 
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The First 
Youth Olympic 
Games Closing 
Ceremonies: 
We are a part 
of the history 

(26 August 2010) 

 

 

 

 

�

They may not have been involved by being one of the athletes in the different 
games during the said event, yet they left a mark on the history of the event 
which they will forever cherish through their participation by bidding farewell 
to the flame which was lit for two weeks, as well as joining with the different 
group of nations who have joined the first ever Youth Olympic Games. 
 
It was on the 26th of August that some of our students attended and joined the 
whole world as the event took its curtains down on its final day. Some of our 
students were given the chance to be among the spectators and witness right 
before their eyes how the festivities ended its two week awe-filled events. 
 
With this, we have asked some of the participants what was their perception 
was after witnessing the closing ceremonies. 
 
Name: Khine Yi Win 
Programme:  ACCA 

I would like to share some thoughts which I have experienced during 
the closing ceremonies. At first, I received and email from the school inviting 
students to grab the chance of being able to watch the ceremonies. And the 
ticket price was cut-down to S$ 5.00 only, it was truly unbelievable! 
  It was all truly worth watching, I had a lot of fun. Thank you AEC 
College for letting us be a part of the event. 
  

Name: Yu Yu Myat 
Programme : ACCA 
 I had a great day on 26 August 2010 at the Singapore Youth 
Olympic Games Closing Ceremonies. I experienced firsthand the  
awesome performances which were a rare opportunity for everyone to 
see. The feeling of being able to attend the first ever Youth Olympic 
Games Closing Ceremonies will always be a treasured one for me. I 
really appreciate the efforts made by AEC for making us a part of the 
history. 

Name: Ranjit S. Gill 
Programme:  Hotel Management 
 I was privileged to watch a once in a 
lifetime event, the Closing Ceremonies of the 
First Youth Olympic Games held here in 
Singapore on 26 August 2010. The event was 
held at Marina Bay wherein it is known as the 
place where the beautifully crafted Skypark is 
located.  
 When we reached the venue the 
committee gave us a goodie bag with laser 
stick, cap, food and drinks inside. As the event 
started we were all amazed by the spectacular 
dance numbers, lighting effects and fireworks 
display. I know that I am very lucky to have 
watched the event and I know that it will give 
me a lifetime to cherish the moment with my 
friends and classmates. 
 

Name: Kenny 
Programme : Diploma in Interactive Media 
 I never thought that I will be given the 
privilege to watch the Closing Ceremonies of the 
First Youth Olympic games until the student 
services asked the Student Council to organize an 
activity whereby we would be able to observe and 
watch the event. 
 It was really a dream come true for me as I 
know I will be a part of the history even though I 
was not one of the athletes.  
 To add more excitement, the ticket price is 
only S$ 5.00 when it was sold to the students; we 
have saved a lot knowing that the original price 
was S$ 15.00! 
 Thank you AEC for to creating a very 
significant experience in my life. 
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Fund Raising 
Charity Event 
for China and 
Pakistan Flood 
Victims  

(25-26 August 
2010) 

 

 

 

 

Quoting the cliché, it is true that by giving and sharing what we have, 
we become more blessed with everything that we have and in 
everything that we do. So did the students and staff of AEC College as 
they wholeheartedly gave and reached out to help the victims of 
flooding from Pakistan and China. 

On 25 -26 August 2010, the Student Council held a fund raising event 
by selling different kinds of pastries worth S$ 4.00 each in order to 
achieve their goal to raise an amount which will be given to the 
Singapore National Red Cross, who in turn will bring the said donation 
to the affected countries. A total amount of S$ 750.00 was collected 
from the said event some of which were given generously without 
even buying the items being sold at the booth set-up by the council 
members at the foyer. 

Then on 20th September, some members of the Student Council went 
to Singapore National Red Cross personally to turn-over the raised 
amount which was then equally divided to the two countries. 

The two day event have made a great impact to the students as they 
become aware of what is going on in their society and what can they 
do to reach out notwithstanding the race, culture and religion, but more 
importantly we as an individual learn how to give and share to those 
who are in need despite of our cultural differences. 

“Only by Giving are you able to Receive more than y ou 
already have” - Jim Rohn 
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Student 
Updates and 
Activities 

 

Student Focus Group  
Open Communication Between AEC College and 
Students

For students doing the University of Wales degree pathway, the regular 
Student Focus Group (SFG) meetings with the school act as a platform 
for open communication between the school and the students.  

 

Student representatives from 
UOW cohort 2 (from left: Shen 
Shiyi, Yu Liting, Zhao Weixiang 
and Li Xinyan) attending a 
Student Focus Group meeting 
with Head of School, Mr Seow 
Thiam Beng on 17 Sep 2010 

During such meetings, the student representatives are free to express their concerns and offer constructive 
suggestions on academic and student life issues. 

 
 
 
 
 
Name: Martin Vivian Antony 
Country of Citizenship: Chennai, India 
 
What are your expectations from the MBA programme? 
I hope to gain confidence and equip myself with knowledge on managing a  
company.  
 
What are your plans after getting your MBA? 
To get a good job in the business world where I can apply what I have learnt from  
the UOW MBA programme. 
 
What is your impression of AEC? 
AEC is a college which provides quality education for the students. It has   
good infrastructure and academic staff. 
 
What is your impression of Singapore? 
Singapore is a place where people from different cultural  
backgrounds live and work together. It has a good system  
of governance and excellent weather. 

 
(Vivian graduated from Anna University  
with a first class Bachelor of Engineering.  
He was an IT Analyst before coming to AEC) 
 

Interview with University of Wales Master of Business Administration student, Vivian Antony 
 

MBA Student Vivian 
(Center) with AEC College 

�

�
Caerleon Campus, University of 

Wales, Newport 
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Student Updates and Activities (continued) � 
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Student 
Council’s 
Corner 

 

�

University of Wales – Master of Business Administration 
 

     

�
The University of Wales (UoW), Newport has 
been around since 1841, and is currently 
ranked in the UK TOP 100 Universities.  It has 
earned international renown for many of its 
courses and attracts students from over 70 
countries around the world.  In recent years, 
the university has enjoyed considerable 
success. �

Highlights include the outcome of the 2008 Research Assessment Exercise, continuing high performance in widening 
participation in the region, significant increases in home and international student applications, an exemplary assurance 
record and the benefits accrued from achieving the Investors in People recognition.  

The addition of UoW Newport as a new partner, has gained for AEC a greater variety in the programs that we can offer to 
prospective students.  The next MBA intake for UoW will commence on Monday, 27th September 2010, and will be taught by 
Native-English speaking academics.  

The following is a brief overview of the MBA program: 

·  Duration - 18 months 
·  Student / Teacher Ratio - 40 : 1 
·  Mode -  Full Time 
·  Assessment – Individual assessment, written examination and assignments 
·  Delivery Method – Lecture and tutorials 
�
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Calendar of Activities 
 

   15 October 2010 – Navaratri Festival  

The festival of Navratri (nav = nine and ratri = nights)  
lasts for 9 days with three days each devoted to  
worship of Maa Durga, the Goddess of Valor,  
Ma Lakshmi, the Goddess of Wealth and Maa  
Saraswati, the Goddess of Knowledge. 
 During the nine days of Navratri, feasting  
and fasting take precedence over all normal daily  
activities amongst the Hindus. Evenings give rise  
to the religious dances in order to worship  
Goddess Durga Maa. 
 
The 9 nights festival of Navratri begins on the first day of Ashwina of the 
bright fortnight. Seeds are sown, sprouting is watched, the planets are 
consecrated, and on the 8th and 9th days, Goddess Durga, Vijayashtami 
and Mahanavami are worshipped. The Devi Mahatmya and other texts 
invoking the Goddess who vanquished demons are cited. 
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Student  Council’s Corner – Calendar of Activities (continued)   

  *10 Nov 2010 – Deepavali Celebration  

A colorful festival that 
is celebrated by all 
Hindus worldwide is 
Deepavali, which is 
also known as the 
festival of lights. This 
festival  usually falls 
around late October 
and November. One 
important practice 
that the Hindus  

follow during the festival is to light oil lamps in their 
homes on Deepavali morning. By lighting the oil lamps, 
the Hindus are thanking the gods for the happiness, 
knowledge, peace and wealth that they have received. 
The Hindus consider Deepavali as one of the most 
important festivals to celebrate.  

.  

29 – 31 Oct 2010 – Singapore Wine Fiesta  

Proudly presented by The 
Straits Wine Company - 
after an overwhelming 
success in 2009, this year’s 
Singapore Wine Fiesta is 
set to be even more 
spectacular than last year. 
Over 40 winemakers, more 
than 250 labels to taste, a 
multitude of activities for the 
whole family and delicious 
food from the Duxton area. 
A casual, relaxed  

outdoor market, chat with the winemakers, shop at 
the buzzing flea market and even bring the kids on 
Sunday for fun Halloween activities!  
 
From New Zealand to Switzerland and everything in 
between, meet award winning winemakers from the 
best wine regions in the world including Supporting 
Winery, biodynamic and organic, Urlar. Also, the 
people behind Two Hands, Champagne Gosset, 
Disznoko Tokaji, Glaetzer, Kaesler, even the famous 
liquor, Chartreuse, made with a secret recipe by 
Carthusian Monks and many more.  
 

*26 Nov 2010 – Nature  Trail – Bukit Timah Hill  

 

The Bukit Timah and Central Catchment nature 
reserves are home to more than 840 flowering 
plants and over 500 species of animals. These 
include towering trees, climbing palms (better 
known as rattans), ferns, orchids, gingers and 
strange blooms such as the Black or Bat lily. The 
forest is home to all kinds of animals. The most 
commonly encountered are the Long-tailed 
Macaques or monkeys. Please don't feed them 
as this does them more harm than good. Other 
special treats are the Flying lemur (Colugo) and 
squirrels. Forest birds include the Striped tit-
babbler, the Fairy bluebird, drongos and bulbuls.� 

 

*10 Dec 2010 – Visit to Sky Park  

The Sands 
SkyPark is an 
awe-inspiring 
engineering 
wonder. This 
unique 
structural 
masterpiece, 
designed by  
 

visionary architect Moshe Safdie, floats atop the three 
soaring Marina Bay Sands hotel towers 200m in the sky. 

Stretching longer than the Eiffel tower laid down or four 
and a half A380 Jumbo Jets, with an impressive 12,400 
square meters of space, the Sands SkyPark can host up 
to 3900 people. The gravity-defying cantilever is one of the 
largest of its kind in the world. From this privileged 
observation deck, hundreds of visitors at a time can feast 
their eyes on the unforgettable panorama view. 

With the Sands SkyPark pool and Observation Deck open, 
take in the astounding features! 

*24 Dec 2010 – Christmas Celebration  

Christmas or Christmas Day is a holiday observed mostly on 
December 25 to commemorate the birth of Jesus, the central 
figure of Christianity. The date is not known to be the actual 
birth date of Jesus, and may have initially been chosen to 
correspond with either the day exactly nine months after some 
early Christians believed Jesus had been conceived,  
the date of the winter solstice on the  
ancient Roman calendar, or one of  
various ancient winter festivals.  
Christmas is central to  
the Christmas and holiday season,  
and in Christianity marks the  
beginning of the larger season of 
 Christmastide, which  
lasts twelve days.  
 

�

Please note:  

* Dates are subject to changes. 
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SOME REVISION TIPS                                                             
·  Use your revision time effectively. Prepare a revis ion  
          time-table.  
·  Write your own notes. Summarize the main points. 
·  Use diagrams whenever possible.  
·  Take a 5 min break after every 30 minutes 
 

Counselor’s Corner 

Do you need to speak to our Counselor? 

If you are troubled or experiencing emotional or 
psycho-social distress, it helps to speak to a counselor. 

Please make an appointment to see our Counselor 
during office hours at 9637 7895 or email to 
feedback@aec.edu.sg 

You may also find the numbers useful should you wish 
to call any of them especially after office hours. 

Helplines 

Comcare helpline : 1800-222-0000 

Care Corner counselling (Mandarin) : 1800-353-5800 

Samaritans of Singapore : 1800-377-2252 

Singapore Association for Mental Haealth : 1800-283-7019 

Touchline ( Touch Youth Service ) : 1800-377-2252 

Help Family Service Centre : 6457-5188�

Education 
and 
Assessment 
 

By: James Tay 

SOME EXAMINATION TIPS                                                       

·  Be in the examination venue early.  

�  Arrive as early as possible and wait for the invigilators to 

instruct you to enter the exam venue. Being late will make 

you panic. Remember that you need to be in the exam 

venue 15 minutes before the commencement of the exam. 

·  Ensure that you plan your time well during the 

examination.  

� Do not spend too much time on questions that are of 

fewer marks. 

·  Answer all questions required. Do not leave any que stions 

unanswered.  

�  If you are short of time, use note form. A perfect answer can only 

earn a certain number of marks but if you write nothing, you receive zero 

marks.  

·  Always raise your hand if there is any doubt.  

�  Do not talk to your friends or reply to them during the exam. This will 

be regarded as cheating. 

·  Never leave the room early.  

�  If you have time at the end, go through your work and add 

information. It is good to leave a line so that you can add more 

information along the way. You cannot return if you suddenly remember 

a fact after you have left the room.  

�
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AEC College Staff – Calendar of Activities 

Conducted by: AEC College S’pore Civil Defence 
Force (SCDF) 

SAFRA Yishun 

Training/Event:  AEC Big Walk 2010  First Aid/CPR talk  Team Building 2010  

Date:  27-Nov-10 4-Dec-10 2-Oct -10 

Time:  9am to 1pm  9am to 6pm  9am to 6pm  

Venue:  Henderson Waves  Faber Room, AEC College  SAFRA Yishun  

No. of Hours:  4 hours  8 hours  8 hours  

Contents: 

Morning leisure walk 
around the park with fellow 
colleagues. To promote a 
healthy lifestyle. 

Drinks provided. 

Things to bring: 
Face towels 
Pouch for valuables 
 
Footwear 
Wear Track shoes 
No slippers or sandals 

1. First aid  
 
2.One-man CPR & AED  
 
3. Fire safety  
 
4. Casualty evacuation  
 
5. Emergency procedures    
 
6. Unconventional threats 
 

 

1.  Understanding one’s own 
communication style and its 
impact on others 
2. Choosing appropriate 
responses and maintaining 
composure when faced with 
difficult situations 
3. Understanding diversity within 
and beyond and applying 
strategies, to overcome it 
4. Understanding the need to work 
as a team in order to remain 
competitive in a competitive 
environment 

�

AEC College Staff of the Month 

Month o f June  
����

Joe 
�

Month o f July  
����

Lisa 
�

Month of August  
����

Saidin 
�
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Our Vision 
To be a Global Leader in Quality Education. 

�
Our Mission 
To impart knowledge, skills and confidence; thereby enhancing value to our stakeholders.  
�
Our Motto  
Your Future, Our Priority! 

�
Our Values 
 
Professionalism  
We shall always maintain a professional attitude towards our stakeholders 
�
Teamwork  
We shall always work as a team.��
�
Leadership   
We shall lead by example and hard work.��
�
Communication  
We shall engage in open, accurate and sincere communication.��
�
Loyalty  
We shall be loyal to AEC, our stakeholders, and colleagues.��
�
Respect  
We believe that people are central to our success and shall treat one another with respect.��
�
Creativity  
We shall seek continual innovation in our work.��
�
Quality  
We shall strive towards quality management.��

Our Culture  

The AEC culture is about people from all nationalities working as a cohesive team to continually strive for excellence in 
their work, so as to produce career-ready individuals and enhance the value to stakeholders.  

Vision, Mission, Values & Culture 


