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The Editor Speaks  
Mark Bastick 
 
This month sees the final issue of the AEC College Newsletter for 2010.   

At this point the Editor would like to acknowledge several people for their contribution 
and ongoing support in making sure that the College Newsletter sees the ‘light of day’.   
To both the Chief Executive Officer Mr. David Ho, and the Chief Operating Officer Mr. 
Nabs Naidu, without whose support and advice, the publication would not be able to 
continue.  The Editor also wishes to acknowledge the Assistant Editor Ms Ann 
Lagman and the Editorial Staff Kenny for their efforts in preparing the final drafts of 
the newsletter.  The final word of thanks goes to the students and staff of the College 
who have contributed articles, items and information throughout the academic year, 
and the readers themselves for the encouraging feedback and comments. 

Numerous significant events and awards have witnessed the continued growth and 
success of AEC College during the course of 2010.  Most recently, the transfer of 
Brighton College staff and students from Middle Road to Jalan Bukit Merah took place 
in late October with students commencing studies in a variety of courses from the 
beginning of November. 

The month of December is for many people a time of celebration and reflection, this 
being manifested in the celebration of Christmas, a Christian tradition that dates back 
to the third century.  This month also generates a note of nostalgia – New Year, the 
passing of the current year and the hope of better things to come in the following year.  
Closely following the December traditions and festivals is Lunar New Year, also 
commonly referred to as Chinese New year, which takes place in the first week of 
February 2011. 

On behalf of the AEC College Newsletter Editorial Staff, the Editor wishes one- and- 
all a safe and happy ‘transition’ from this 2010 year into a year  full of better things to 
come.       
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Disclaimer:   The content of this publication does not in any way reflect or represent the views or 
opinions of the Management or Board of Directors of AEC College Singapore. All written 
material is known to be accurate and correct at the time of printing, and further to this, the 
Management and Directors of AEC College Singapore will not accept any responsibility for any 
actual or perceived inaccuracies published herein. 

“AEC really opened my eyes and I’m 

even thinking of starting my own 

business sometime in future…” 

Pollonia, Myanmar  
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On 29 November 2010 – 1 December 2010, a group of students and teachers from 
Tuban, East Java-Indonesia had visited AEC College, to have an immersion 
programme with students of Government Preparatory Course Secondary 3. 

The students joined Maths and English classes for 3 days and made friends with 
students from other countries. At the end of their visit, these Indonesian students 
even performed an Indonesian traditional dance for their friends. It is indeed an 
encounter filled with rich cultural exchange for both parties. 

 While the students were enjoying the culture diversity in the classroom, the teachers are learning about the 
Education System in Singapore with Ms. Natalia Sanusi. Besides some similarities they found in Singapore 
Education System, they also found some forms of teaching method that can be adapted and implemented in 
Indonesia to upgrade the quality of their education structure. The teachers were also given the opportunity to 
observe AEC College teachers in the classroom. It is very beneficial for the Indonesian teachers because they 
learnt new methods and approaches in teaching. Mr. Mark Bastick, a native teacher from Australia also shared his 
valuable experiences in teaching. The teachers gained useful knowledge and new experiences that they can 
incorporate back home.    

We are really grateful for the friendly visit and we are looking forward to host similar programmes in our school. 
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Arrival of students from Korea 
 
 Global Immersion Program 

During the month of December, AEC College Singapore 
welcomed the arrival of 51 students from the Republic of 
Korea (ROK). The students, most of whom studied at Chung-
Ang University in South Korea, are here to further their studies 
in English under a Korean government sponsored program-
Global Immersion program. 

Having commenced Orientation-week and formal classes as of 
Monday 6th December, the College community would like to 
wish them a rewarding and enjoyable time during their stay at 
AEC College. 
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Relocation of Students from Brighton Centre at Midd le Road to main 
AEC campus 

Mr Haridas Ramasamy,  
Head, School of Business and Accounting ���
 

We welcome all the students who were studying at our Brighton Centre in Middle Road to our main campus 
at Jalan Bukit Merah.   We have discontinued the operation of our Middle Road centre with effect 1st of 
November.  AEC College has decided to bring all of its students together in a single campus to give and 
create a vibrant learning environment for all of our students.  On 1st November students from the Brighton 
Centre who are in the Government Preparatory Course (GPC) at Primary, Secondary 1, 2 and 3 levels 
commenced their studies at AEC College.  The students in the English programme commenced their studies 
at AEC College on the 8th of November.  More students in other programmes will be joining at the start of the 
new year.  We look forward to welcoming them and to an increasingly livelier campus. 
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Mdm. Zhou, Counselor of Education, Mr. Sun, Secretary of Education, from 
Embassy of the People’s Republic of China, visited AEC College in 11 Oct 2010. 
Mr. David Ho, CEO of AEC College during their first meeting. 
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My Experience of Wine Fiesta  
Rushabh Daftary 
 
I was very happy when I heard that the college is encouraging students who wish to 
volunteer in the Wine Fiesta.  I for one never let the opportunity pass as it is a learning 
experience for me also especially with my course. 

The activities which involved the said event are the following: First, there is a Wine 
Training class held at the Duxton Hill right at the place where the Wine Fiesta will be 
held. The Lecturer Ms. Johanna Peter led the class giving all the information about the 
wines. The sommelier Mr. Ian Lim also gave some facts about wine. During the first day 
of the event, Ian gave us Wine Fiesta shirts so they can easily distinguish us from the 
rest of those who will attend. Wine owners from around the world as far as France, New 
Zealand, Hungary, Italy, Australia, and many more to get the chance and see for 
themselves the different varieties of wine.  

The famous restaurant SHIRAZ sponsored our sumptuous meal so we can have 
enough “energy” to go through the day. To give life to the festival the DJ played upbeat 
music 
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� The last day for me is quite sad as the wines gets sold quickly so is the time flying off so fast also because I know 
that it will take a while again before I get to participate on events like these. But on the other hand we are also 
happy because we not only gained friends, but we also gained experiences which can help us gain more 
knowledge.  

If I would get a chance to volunteer again then it would be my great pleasure to participate in. 

� �

Diwali festival in AEC College   
Ranjit Singh (Gill) 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
I want to thank the college for organizing a celebration of beautiful festival like for the Diwali Festival.  

Aside from the academic and lecture notes that we have, the college sees to it that we as students will also be 
active in our other extra-curricular activities.  By doing so, the student who comes from different countries gets 
knowledge about the event.  

For the Diwali festival we had a video presentation first wherein it explained the history of Diwali and how it is 
celebrated. After the presentation the dance number followed together with the other students who came from 
Vietnam, China and Sri Lanka. Each of them was taught the dance steps so they can follow to the beat of the 
music. Everyone had a great time inspite of the busy schedules that we have we still managed to enjoy the said 
celebration especially when we had our share of the sweets prepared and the lighting of the firecrackers.  

I am hoping that the students together with the council officers and members, we can continue to have activities 
like this. 

��
Wine Fiesta  Diwali Festival  

*Both Rusha bh and Ranjit are taking up Hospitality Management here in our 
college and are officers of the Student Council 
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Continued from page 3…  

January February March April May June

Student Activities

1. Dance 
Party

2. Chinese 
New Year 
Celebration

1. Valentines 
Day

2. Holi 
Festival

1. Beauty 
Pageant

2. Visit to 
the 
Singapore 
Flyer

1. Sri 
Lankan 
New Year

2. Water 
Festival

1. Trip to 
Jurong East 
Swimming 
Complex

2. Vesak 
Day 
Celebration

1. Trip to 
Pulau Ubin

2. Cricket 
Competition

Educational Tours Prison Visit
Visit to 
Straits Wine 
Company

Career 
Fair Expo

MacRitch
ie Tree 
Top Walk

Visit to the 
Singapore 
Botanical 
Gardens

Nature Trail 
- Bukit 
Timah Hill

 Navratri Festival  

The Navratri Festival is one of the most celebrated 
festivals of the Hindu calendar, it holds special 
significance for Gujratis and Bengalis and one can see 
it in the zeal and fervor of the people with which they 
indulge in the festive activities of the season. In older 
times, Navratri was associated with the fertility of 
Mother Earth who feed us as her children. 
 
The AEC Student Council organised a cultural dance 
session at the Student Lounge to share the joys of the 
festivities to all students within AEC. Indian and Sri 
Lankan students banded together and danced the 
entire evening to the beat of traditional music. 
Celebrating the Navratri Festival certainly brought them 
a little closer to home. 
 
�

Hari Raya Haji, or the “pilgrimage festival”, marks the end of a Muslim’s 
pilgrimage to the holy city of Mecca in Saudi Arabia. Also known as the 
Festival of Sacrifice, it commemorates Prophet Ibrahim’s willingness to 
sacrifice his son Ismail in an act of obedience to God. 
 
To commemorate this festival, the AEC Student Council organised an 
educational trip to the picturesque and historic Masjid Sultan Mosque 
on the eve of the festival where students were given a guided tour by 
Zul, a staff member of AEC, on the significance of the festival and its 
symbolic practices. 
 
Students got to learn that sheep were being ritually slaughtered to have 
their meat distributed to the community, neighbours and relatives, with 
special attention to the needy and poor, as a reminder of one’s wealth 
with others. 

Hari Raya Haji Visit to the Masjid 
Sultan Mosque 
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Nature Trail – Bukit Timah Nature 

The smell of the native food is filling up the air, lights of different colours 
brightens the night, Christmas carols are played on the radio stations as 
early as September and dawn masses are being looked forward to. 
 
Christmas is the longest and most celebrated holiday in the Philippines. This 
season brings much anticipation in the birth of the Messiah for Christians. 
 
Back when I was young, I could still remember clearly how excited my 
brother and I were to light up the candles being decorated in our home by 
our mom and dad. Christmas presents surrounded the Christmas tree as 
each of us tried to guess what might be inside the boxes which were 
wrapped in shiny paper with red and gold trimmings on it. 
 
During Christmas Eve, our family would partake of a sumptuous Filipino 
meal by midnight, called noche buena.   This usually comes after the entire 
family has attended a late evening mass about an hour or so before 
midnight. Noche buena  is also an opportunity for family to get together and 
most exacting of all, the opening of Christmas gifts.  It is also a chance for 
kids to earn some money aside from toy gifts which we call “aguinaldo”.   In 
some homes, it is also one way to welcome the less-fortunate by inviting 
orphans or poor people to join in the Christmas celebration. 
 
Christmas is not just a season to celebrate with joyous festivities and 
glamorous decorations but a season to share, give and partake in the many 
abundant blessings that we have received. It is also on this occasion that we 
as one family rebuild the bridges that have been torn apart by 
misunderstanding, lack of communication and anger. Together as one family 
and as brothers and sisters we tear down the walls that separates us and 
divides us irrespective of religion, customs, race and ethnicity we may have. 
 
 
�
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Season the 
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Ann Lagman 
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May this season bring you and your family abundant blessings of love, peace and joy.  Merry Christmas or 
Maligayang Pasko! 
 

Standing at 163.63 metres, the Bukit Timah Nature Reserve was one 
of the first forest reserves established in Singapore, and has been a 
botanical collecting ground for more than a century. Even back in the 
days before the arrival of Sir Stamford Raffles, when much of the 
island was covered with lowland, tropical forest, the forests of Bukit 
Timah Nature Reserve has remained relatively undisturbed. 
 
Other than being storehouses of water, Bukit Timah Nature Reserve 
preserves Singapore’s biodiversity, and houses more than 840 
flowering plants and over 500 species of animals (including butterflies). 
 
Students were brought up to the summit of the hill though a fun-filled 
but grueling route, where they had the opportunity to experience first-
hand, the untouched rainforests of Singapore, view the various species 
of butterflies, and even had photo opportunities with the local forest 
monkeys. 
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Puto Bumbong  made of ground glutinous rice cooked in 
bamboo tubes colored with purple food coloring 

This native food is usually associated with the Dawn 
Masses in the Philippines and during Noche Buena which is 
best served while it’s hot, topped with keso (grated 
cheese) or mantekilya (margarine)  

Bibingka  is a type of rice cake native to the Philippines. 
This is traditionally made from galapong (milled glutinous 
rice), coconut milk, margarine, and sugar.  

Side street vendors are a common sight preparing and 
selling this delicious rice cake along with “puto 
bumbong”. 

 

Chinese New Year, Lunar New Year, or Spring Festival is the most important 
of the traditional Chinese Holidays.  The Chinese New Year is very similar to 
the Western one, rich in traditions, folklore and rituals. It has been said that it 
is a combination of the Western traditions of Thanksgiving, Christmas and 
New Year.  

In my home town of Shanghai in China, people will pour out their money to 
buy presents, decorations, material, food, and clothing one month before 
Chinese New Year.  It is also the tradition when every family thoroughly 
cleans the house to sweep away any ill-fortune in in the hope of making way 
for incoming good luck.  Windows and doors will be decorated with red 
coloured paper cut-outs and couplets with popular themes of “happiness”, 
“wealth” and “longevity”.  

The Eve of Chinese New Year is the most exciting part of the holiday. All the 
family members and relatives will meet together. It is customary to wear 
something red, as this colour is meant to ward off evil spirits. Then the family 
begins to give greetings and ditribute Hongbao (red packets) to children and 
unmarried adults.  

� � � �

The Festival 
of Chinese 
New Year  
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Dinner is a feast with families during this festival, and is called Tuanyuan in Chinese.  The meal will include 
such items as seafood, pork, duck, chicken and other delicious foods.  After dinner, families get together for 
the night playing cards, board games or watching television programmes dedicated to the occasion. At 
Midnight fireworks light up the sky. 

During the following 15 days, people visit each other and exchange gifts.  People also send pieces of New 
Year Cake (NianGao) as gifts to relatives and friends.  Niangao literally means increasingly prosperous year 
in year out. 

-Esther 
 

Continued from Page 6  
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Chinese New Year or Spring Festival, it is the most important festival for 
all Chinese around the world.  It is a time when all family members get 
together. All people living and working away from home go back to 
celebrate together.  

The Spring Festival falls on the 1st day of the 1st lunar month and lasts 
until the mid 1st lunar month. One week before the Spring Festival, on 
the 23rd of the 12th lunar month, all Chinese families offer sacrifices to 
the Kitchen God to wish for better luck for the coming new year, and at 
the same time, to welcome the good luck and get rid of bad luck from the 
past year.  People like to clear the entire house to sweep the dust out 
before the Spring Festival. This is known as “Spring Welcome Day”, or 
“Sweep Dust Days”.  This is known as the traditional practical of all 
Chinese people.  

On Spring Festival Eve, all family members have dinner together. The 
meal is more sumptuous than usual. Dishes such as chicken, fish and 
bean curd cannot be excluded.  In Chinese, their pronunciations, 
respectively "ji", "yu" and "doufu," mean auspiciousness, abundance and 
richness. After the dinner, parents will give their children “Ang Pao” 
which means the God of Wealth, will visit and bring luck to them next 
year.  After that, the whole family will sit around chatting and watching 
TV programmes to welcome the first moment of lunar new year together. 

-Breann Ng 
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As mentioned above, the pre-study school and post-study school admin were excellent.  Although it 
takes up the entire weekend (precious for all working adults), I always looked forward to the bi-annual 
study school sessions.   Meeting, sharing with and commiserating with other doctoral candidates were 
very necessary to recharge ourselves for the next 6 months.  Often the journey was lonely, just 
ourselves vs the data and computer.  At the study schools, we exchanged ideas, critiqued each other’s 
work with the view of providing alternative views and suggestions so as to help each other improve or 
polish up what we had done thus far.  Professor Clive Dimmock’s guidance and wit compensated for the 
working weekends.  We always had sufficient biscuits (and quite tasty ones at that) and hot beverages.  
Quite necessary too, to help us remain alert despite our mental tiredness.  I typically left the study 
schools recharged and able to push myself hard till the next study school.   
 
Topics covered by the study school were very pertinent to the research and write-up.  Issues covered 
earlier in the programme needed drumming in (at least for me), became clearer and made more sense 
when we came across them later in the programme, especially when they matched the sequence of our 
personal research journey.   
 
All in, I find the EdD a very satisfying personal journey and helped in my efforts towards personal 
mastery.      
 

*AEC College would like to congratulate Mr. Lim on being awarded his doctorate. 

� � � �
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Mr. Lim Teck Huat 
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I embarked on the EdD with Leicester University in Oct 2006.  Excited but 
anxious - I wasn’t then sure at all if I should embark on it.  What if I didn’t 
like it?  What if I was unable to complete it because I could not commit 
the required time and energy?  Or what if I could not get the required data 
to do a good analysis, or failed to find the inspiration to tease out the 
findings from the sea of data?  Putting aside such misgivings, I went for 
the first study school at Market Street.  To my pleasant surprise, it was 
not that stressful. Together with many equally new and anxious mature 
students, we joined our seniors and actually quite enjoyed that first study 
school.  I think the camaraderie of fellow travelers in this academic 
journey, and the support from AEC made a difference.  Of course being 
so close to Lau Pa Sat helped! 
 
AEC’s current premises at Henderson Road are even better, with larger 
and newer classrooms, with proximity to Hans and the hawker centre.  
The support continues to be excellent.  This support is very important to 
overseas-based part-time students like me.  The EdD programme’s 
coordinator at AEC, Ms Geraldine Wong, provided a one-stop service for 
almost everything (short of writing the assignments and thesis, and proof-
reading!) for the programme.  From things like payment of fees, getting 
official receipts, annual on-line registration as a student, Leicester’s online 
library access, Blackboard access, scheduling of study schools, booking 
of tutorial sessions, submission of hardcopy assignments, to the 
submission of draft and final theses, etc.  Many required coordination and 
queries with University of Leicester were readily facilitated by Geraldine.  
Her friendliness and helpfulness make all transactions positive 
experiences.       
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 “The Council of Private Education has registered the 
Bachelor in Laws (LLB Hons) programme from 
Birmingham City University for delivery at AEC 
College.   
 
The first intake of students is scheduled to start in 
September 2011.  To support the delivery of this 
programme, AEC College will set up a mock court 
room in the 2nd quarter of 2011.  This will give AEC 
the distinction of being the only Private Educational 
Institute in Singapore to have a mock court room. “ 
 
�

“We are proud to announce that AEC College was validated by 
Manchester Metropolitan University to run the Bachelor of Arts in 
Hospitality Management and the Bachelor of Science in International 
Consumer Marketing. MMU was very pleased with our hospitality student 
who did a great job at the ILPAR (Institutional Level Partner Approval & 
Review) event on the 17th of September, conducted over video conference” 

 

Currently, AEC College Singapore has eleven (11) 
classrooms located at the Bukit Merah Campus. Due to a 
significant growth in student enrollments, the corporate 
side of AEC has determined that extra provision be made 
for increasing enrollments, and as such, corporate 
operations will be relocated to make way for the 
construction of 11 new classrooms. It is expected that 
construction will commence in January 2011, with 
classrooms being operationally ready in February 2011. 
The new classroom entrance will be via Tower 5. 
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Updates from 
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Facilities  Updates  

Manchester Metropolitan 
University 

Malvern House  

 

MBA STUDENTS TOUR SENTOSA ISLAND  

The 9th of December was a memorable day for the UOW 
MBA students who participated in the inaugural Sentosa 
Island tour and MBA Teambuilding event. The students 
from cohort 1 and 2 toured the key facilities of WRS such as 
the casino, convention centre, theme park, restaurants, 
shops, etc. Along the way, there were also games and quiz 
to facilitate student bonding and prepare them for the new 
academic term. 

The MH English language programme is well 
underway, with the first stage (Module 1) of the 
programme having commenced on Monday 8th 
November with existing AEC students and transferring 
students from the Brighton Centre in Middle Road 
studying in 4 different classes.  As the Newsletter goes 
to print, Module 2 has commenced with a very 
significant increase in student numbers, thanks largely 
to the enrolment of fifty sponsored students from the 
Republic of Korea (ROK), who commenced studies at 
AEC College on Wednesday 8th December. 

There is an expectation that the programme will 
continue to expand as the staff of the English Language 
Programmes works and liaises closely with colleagues 
in the United Kingdom. 

Mark Bastick, Head of English Language Programmes.   

University of Wales 

Birmingham City 
University  
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Vision, Mission, Values & Culture 

Our Vision 
To be a Global Leader in Quality Education. 

�
Our Mission 
To impart knowledge, skills and confidence; thereby enhancing value to our stakeholders.  

�
Our Motto  
Your Future, Our Priority! 

�
Our Values 
 
Professionalism  
We shall always maintain a professional attitude towards our stakeholders 
�
Teamwork  
We shall always work as a team.��
�
Leadership   
We shall lead by example and hard work.��
�
Communication  
We shall engage in open, accurate and sincere communication.��
�
Loyalty  
We shall be loyal to AEC, our stakeholders, and colleagues.��
�
Respect  
We believe that people are central to our success and shall treat one another with respect.��
�
Creativity  
We shall seek continual innovation in our work.��
�
Quality  
We shall strive towards quality management.��

Our Culture  

The AEC culture is about people from all nationalities working as a cohesive team to continually strive for excellence in 
their work, so as to produce career-ready individuals and enhance the value to stakeholders.  


